The Creation Care Covenant is a collaborative project between the Center for Environmental Leadership (CEL)
and the Association of Christian Sustainability Professionals (ACSP). The covenant serves both as a call for
Christian colleges and universities to biblically care for creation, as well as a tool to help presidents and the
institutions they lead to fulfill their pledge. This is accomplished by providing a starting place for presidents of
Christian institutions to express their commitment to creation care by signing the covenant. The CEL and ACSP
are committed to encourage and support the signers of the covenant as each institution works at its own pace,
and in its own way, to live out their commitment with integrity and joy.

CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP
Through the vision and leadership of Dr. Chris Elisara, the founder and executive
director of the Creation Care Study Program (CCSP), The Center for Environmental
Leadership (CEL) was formed in 2010 by three collaborating institutions of Christian
higher learning, George Fox University (OR), Houghton College (NY), and the Creation
Care Study Program (CCSP).

CEL has two broad objectives. The first to is help Christian individuals, institutions and communities act on
their convictions to care for creation, especially in three areas, food, sustainability, and the built environment.
The second is to educate the next generation of Christian environmental leaders.

ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN SUSTAINABILITY
PROFESSIONALS
The Association of Christian Sustainability Professionals (ACSP) was born in late 2011 at
a two-day symposium convened by CEL. This first intentional gathering of sustainability
representatives from Christian colleges and universities unanimously agreed to form an
association focused on the concerns and needs of their particular professional
community in this burgeoning new field. The ACSP is a network of Christian leaders
advancing sustainability and providing

the following benefits:

n

A voice and organizing structure to advance matters concerning the profession.

n

A faith-based community providing support and encouragement for individuals working in the field.

n

A venue for professional networking.

n

An organization creating professional standards, policies, and qualifications for member Christian institutions.

n

A training provider for members, or for those wanting to move into the profession.

n

A collaborative organization working with the Council of Christian Colleges and Universities (CCCU),
and other like minded Christian institutions and consortiums of higher learning on sustainability matters.

Without any diminishment of orthodox evangelical beliefs, the Bible gives clear instructions on the
relationships between God, humans, and the created world. A robust and proper biblical understanding of
this includes the following truths:

In light of these statements, we, the presidents of Christian colleges and universities, affirm, commit, and
covenant together to:

n

Teach our students about the biblical call to care for God’s creation, and to equip them to be
stewards of creation, encouraging both local and global engagement

n

Model sound environmental stewardship in such areas as energy use, purchasing, housing,
transportation, facilities management, and other campus operations and practices

n

Facilitate spiritual growth through such creation care principles as Sabbath, simplicity, creativity,
gratitude, stewardship, hospitality, and justice

n

Equip students to address diverse, multidisciplinary environmental challenges from an informed
Christian perspective

n

Demonstrate the love of Christ by aligning our actions and beliefs to work toward a just, healthy,
and sustainable world

By making the above commitments our graduates will be agents of God’s kingdom whereby God is reconciling
and restoring through Christ’s death, resurrection, and grace our broken relationships to God, to each other, and
to the creation.

NEXT STEPS
Signing the Creation Care Covenant signifies an essential first step in acknowledging the importance of
biblical earth stewardship. This commitment not only indicates an institutional priority to honor God by caring
for God’s creation, but also demonstrates the willingness to act on this conviction by teaching, modeling, and
practicing Christ-centered sustainable leadership.

We understand that incorporating creation care into an institutional culture can be challenging. Therefore,
ACSP and CEL are willing and able to support you in your creation care journey through our resources,
services, and professional networks. We encourage all signatories to use the suggestions below as starting
points for implementing your own creation care plans and practices:

n

Appoint a Creation Care Committee or Task Force to identify areas of institutional priority and action

n

Join the Association of Christian Sustainability Professionals (ACSP), and plan to send a
representative to the annual fall symposium and other events

n

Take advantage of the knowledge of colleagues at peer institutions that have already begun the
creation care journey. For suggestions of people to contact, email info@center4eleadership.org

n

Plan at least one major creation care event in the next year, such as a creation care chapel, a
biblically-based earth week celebration, or a recycling campaign

n

Start thinking about energy by getting an energy audit, asking your facilities folks for energy
efficiency opportunities, tracking your energy usage, or getting a quote for renewable energy on
our campus

n

Join the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE) and begin
taking advantage of their many excellent resources

n

Hire a Sustainability Professional to lead the way in your creation care initiatives. Although this
should not be your primary motivation, such a position will often pay for itself through cost savings

